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RESEARCH SCHOLAR PROGRAM 2017 

SUPERVISOR/PROJECT INFORMATION FORM 

 

 

 
 

 

Due on or before October 21 2016.  Forms received after this date will not be posted on the website.  

 

SUPERVISOR INFORMATION 
 

Supervisor Name:  Dr. Nancy Baxter  

 

Mailing Address: St. Michael’s Hospital, 30 Bond Street, Rm. 16CC-040, Toronto ON, M5B 1W8 

 

Telephone Number: 416-864-5168 

 

Email Address: baxtern@smh.ca 

 

Degree (MD, PhD, MD/PhD): MD/PhD 

 

Academic Rank: Professor of Surgery 

 

Field of Research: Health Services Research 

 

Graduate School Appointment (IMS, IHPME etc..): Institute of Health Policy, Management and Evaluation; Institute of 

Medical Science 
Please note that you must be appointed to the SGS in order to be a supervisor in the Scholar Program 

 

Research Institute Affiliation (if applicable): Li Ki Shing Knowledge Institute, St. Michael’s Hospital & Institute for 

Clinical Evaluative Sciences 

 

Allocation of student contact time (# of hours per week you are available to the student for any concerns or to review 

progress): 4.00 

 

Do you have a student that you have already agreed to work with? No 
Please note, you may go ahead with a self-initiated project with a student of your choosing. If you choose this option, your project will not be posted online, meaning it 

will not be open to student applicants. 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PROJECT INFORMATION 
 

Project Title: Initiative to Maximize Progress in Adolescent Cancer Therapy (IMPACT) 

 

Project Description (max 500 words):  Cancer is the most common cause of disease-related death in adolescents and 

young adults (AYA). Over 2,300 Canadians aged 15-29 years develop cancer annually, 300 die of their disease. AYA 

cancer survival has not improved as much as in children and older adults, and AYA research and clinical programs are 

limited. To address this, we have created a detailed database containing patient, treatment and outcome data for all 

Ontario AYA aged 15-21 years diagnosed with cancer between 1992-2011 using data from a pediatric cancer registry and 

chart reviews at adult centres. We have linked this data to Ontario’s healthcare databases to determine how AYA were 

diagnosed and treated, and if they survived. The IMPACT cohort is a population-based data platform that includes AYA 

age 15-21 diagnosed with six targeted malignancy types (bone and soft tissue sarcomas, leukemia, Hodgkin’s and non-

Hodgkin’s lymphomas and testicular cancer) in Ontario over a 20-year period, and contains detailed demographic, 

disease, treatment, out come and health care utilization data.  

  

In this age group, testicular cancer is the most common among males, representing about 24% of the diagnoses per year.  

Surveillance with body imaging is recommended to detect retroperitoneal recurrences. For seminoma, the most common 

testicular cancer, imaging is recommended every 3-4 months for 3 years.  The student will work with the IMPACT cohort 

to determine patients eligible for post-surgical surveillance of testicular cancer (stage I, no adjuvant therapy, racial 

orchiectomy only; estimated 253 patients) and determine the use of body imaging  (CT & MRI) for 3 years after 

orchiectomy.  We hypothesize that the location of care (pediatric centre, regional cancer centre or community hospital) 

will be associated with the use of surveillance with body imaging for these patients.  

 

 

If human subjects are involved, has Ethics been obtained? 

 

 ☒YES   ☐NO    ☐Application Submitted   ☐N/A 

 

Do you expect this work will be published within 20 months?  

 

☒YES   ☐NO    ☐Uncertain 

 

 

Student’s Roles / Responsibilities (Please be as specific as possible) Please indicate who will serve as the student’s direct 

report. (PI, PDF, PhD student, technician etc…): 

 

The student will be complete the standard research training required (TCPS2 Core, GCP & RCR) and site specific training 

at Institute for Clinical Evaluative Sciences (ICES).  He/she will then work on the IMPACT cohort at ICES to look at long 

term outcomes of different approaches to management of testicular cancer in AYA.  He/she will learn to work with large 

administrative data sets with the help of ICES personnel and will participate in data linkage, extraction and analysis. The 

student will participate in manuscript preparation and presentation. The student will have the opportunity to work amongst 

an interdisciplinary team of surgeons, medical oncologists, decision-makers and research staff.  He/she will be supervised 

primarily by the Research Program Manager and Dr. Nancy Baxter. 




